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¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƛǘΣ 
the world, and all those who live in it. 

Psalm 24:1
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ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘέ 

Rev. Dr. Rick Warren, author of The Purpose-Driven Life
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At the end of a materially rich day, Consumerism says, 
ά.ǳȅ ƳƻǊŜΦέ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊƛŎƘ ƭƛŦŜΣ DƻŘ 
ǎŀȅǎΣ ά²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜΣ Ƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΦέ

Serve God, Save the Planet by Matthew Sleeth, MD
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ά²Ŝ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ 
effort to solve the current burning problem of ecology, in order 
to avoid the great risk threatening the world today due to 
ŀōǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘΦέ

Pope John Paul II and Patriarch Bartholomew I, in a joint statement
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The land shall not be sold ever; for the land 
is mine; for ye are strangers and sojourners 
with me.

Leviticus 25:23 KJV
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In 1999, The General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) directed the 
Presbyterian Center in Louisville and all 
other properties of the General Assembly to 
minimize their use of fossil fuel energy, and 
to urge all middle governing bodies and 
local congregations to do the same, making 
use of energy audits to determine practical 
steps that can be taken.

211th General Assembly (1999) Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Overture 99-70. On Climate Change and the Persistence of Its 

CausesτFrom the Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley.
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Greater indeed than the creation of 
humankind is the creation of the 
heavens and the earth.
Qur'an 40:57
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"The growing possibility of our destroying ourselves and the world 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŀƭΦά

Billy Graham
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Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΧ 
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Mountaintop Removal Coal Mining
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Global Climate Change

You shall not pollute the land 
ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜΧ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ 
not defile the land in which 

you live, in which I also dwell
Numbers 35:33-34
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Air Pollution
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Air Pollution

ά¸ƻǳmust loveyourneighborasȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦέ
Mark12:31, Leviticus19:18
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Consumerism
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Faith without action is dead. 
James 2:17
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Faith without action is dead. 
James 2:17

Remember it is a sin to know what 
you ought to do, and then not do it.

James 4:17



Why is this so hard to fix?



Why is this so hard to fix?
Environmental destruction is a social injustice like:
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Why is this so hard to fix?

ÅSlavery
ÅChild labor
ÅRacism
ÅSexism

Environmental destruction is a social injustice like:



Characteristics of a social injustice that 
makes solving the problem difficult:

ÅSpan many generations
ÅPowerful, subtle and pervasive
ÅBuilt into social structures
ÅOne person or group is not solely responsible
ÅOverwhelming
ÅMove people to inaction or apathy



What to do to overcome a social injustice:

ÅNot be defined by the bleak realities
ÅAttack the problem from many angles
ÅEnact individual responses
ÅPush for structural changes
ÅReach the tipping point 
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Faith without action is dead. 
James 2:17

What are religious communities doing 
to answer this call to action?

Remember it is a sin to know what 
you ought to do, and then not do it.

James 4:17
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Bethesda Lutheran Church 
Ames, Iowa

ÅReplaced incandescent lighting 
with CFLs
Åinstalled computer controls to 
heat and cool occupied rooms
Åpurchased energy efficient 
freezers
Åinstalled insulating windows over 
their stained glass windows

Annual savings: $5,000
CO2 reduction: 100,286 lbs.
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Hebron Baptist Church 
Dacula, Georgia

Installed nearly 1,000 high efficiency lights, saving $1,400 
per month after loan payments.  

The project was financed and managed by US Energy 
Capital, which provides financing and management for 
energy efficiency projects across the country.

Annual savings: $32,000
CO2 reduction: 1 million lbs.
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Solana Beach Presbyterian Church, 
Solana Beach, CA

Upgraded its incandescent lamps with fluorescent lighting 
added occupancy sensors, installed LED exit signs and new 
air conditioning and heating systems.
Annual savings: $12,000
CO2 reduction: 70,000 lbs.
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Installed solar panels 
on their church:

Reformed Church, Highland Park, NJ

{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ²ŜǎǘǿƻƻŘΣ a!
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Installed solar panels 
on their church:

{ǘΦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ²ȅŀƴŘƻǘǘŜΣ aL
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First Unitarian Church, Portland, OR
The 1-2-3 Global Warming Campaign:
Congregants were asked to
1. reduce their household thermostats by 1 degree in the 

heating season
2. reduce their driving speeds by 2 miles per hour from the 

speed they'd normally drive when traveling 60 m.p.h. or 
more, and

3. replace 3 regular light bulbs used extensively at home 
with compact fluorescents.
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Thomas Jefferson Unitarian-
Universalist Church, Louisville, KY 
ÅWorking towards being recognized as a Green Sanctuary.
ÅWorking with Eastern Area Community Ministries to distribute CFLs and their 
"Bright Idea" brochure to low-income households.
ÅRemoving invasive plants from their campus
ÅInstalled semi pervious pavers in their parking lot.
ÅWorking with Kentuckians for the Commonwealth on the "I Love Mountains" 
campaign.
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St Francis of Assisi Church
Louisville, KY 

ÅLƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ /C[ǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
Center
ÅFormed an Ecological 
Stewardship Committee
ÅPlanning an environmental film 
festival


